Morgan Hayes

The Black Cap

(2015-2016)
for Piano Duet

First performance: 10" September 2015
at St.John’s Smith Square, London by Rolf Hind and Zubin Kanga.

Programme Note

‘The Black Cap’ was written for the ‘Occupy the Pianos’ festival, curated by Rolf Hind.
The title is taken from the pub in London of the same name which was known for
its drag cabaret.

Also, when | was writing the piece | was thinking of Pierre Boulez’s early career when
he was house pianist at the Foiles Bergére Club in Paris. In an interview Diego Masson
recounted him “playing the Warsaw Concerto, engulfed in kitsch and lit by pinkish

light — and that was while he was writing his second sonata”

The structure of the piece is rather comparable to watching a slide-show.
A slightly extended version was played by the composer and Antony Gray at the
COMA Allcomers Summer School, Doncaster College on 8" August 2016.

Notes

Pedalling and metronome markings are a guideline and can be adapted to suit
different situations.

Accidentals carry through the bar affecting both the note they immediately

precede and any following notes on the same line or measure. Cautionary accidentals are
occasionally used to clarify ambiguities.

Duration: 4minutes
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